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Gathering the Victims

Philippine soldiers line up bodies unearthed from a massive mudslide that buried the village of Guinsaugon on Leyte island. The slide
can be seen in the background, right. U.S. Marines have joined the search at the site where as many as 1,400 people are feared dead. A3
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COLUMN ONE

The Biographers’
Hail to the Chief

m The tide of books about presidents has been
surging. Many of the briskly selling volumes are
aimed at a popular audience hungry for heroes.

By RONALD BROWNSTEIN
Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — As a young historian, Douglas Brinkley
published back-to-back biographies of two prominent Cold War
diplomats, Dean Acheson and James Forrestal. After the books
appeared in the early 1990s, Brinkley was taken aside by Stephen
E. Ambrose, a colleague at the University of New Orleans who
had gained acclaim for biographies of Dwight D. Eisenhower and

Richard Nixon.

“Why are you screwing around with those people?” Brinkley
said Ambrose asked him. “Do a book on presidents. People don’t
care about secretaries of State. People care about presidents.”

Increasingly, writers of popular history are following Am-
brose’s advice. In bookstores, it sometimes seems as if every day

is Presidents Day.

Over the last 15 years or so, a tide of presidential biographies
aimed at a popular rather than scholarly audience has surged

onto bestseller lists.

Presidential biographers such as David McCullough (Harry
S. Truman and John Adams), Joseph J. Ellis (Adams, Thomas
Jefferson and George Washington) and Doris Kearns Goodwin
(Franklin D. Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln) have attracted
large audiences and won Pulitzer Prizes for fresh character stud-
ies of some of the most familiar names in U.S. history.

Richard Reeves mined previously unreleased records for a de-
tailed portrait of President Reagan published in December;
Robert Dallek did the same for his 2003 biography of President
Kennedy. And Robert A. Caro’s monumental series on Lyndon
B. Johnson has tracked its subject to the edge of the presidency;

the fourth and last volume, in progress, will fol-
low him into the Oval Office.
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before.”

into the coun-

A dozen presidential books by these six au-
thors and Edmund Morris, the biographer of
Theodore Roosevelt, have spent about 300
weeks combined on the USA Today list of 150
bestselling hardcover and paperback books.

In one of the most ambitious recent
projects, under the direction of leading presi-
dential historian Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.,
Times Books is halfway through a publishing
marathon producing bite-sized (200 pages or
fewer) biographies of all 42 presidents — from
titans like Lincoln and Washington to after-
thoughts such as Franklin Pierce and James

“The number of presidential biographies
that make it on [bestseller lists] is astonish-
ing,” Dallek said. “My Kennedy book [pub-
lished in 2003] was on there for eight weeks. I'm
an academic; I've never had anything like that

America’s reading list always offers insights

[See Presidents, Page A16]

L.A. Workers Join Fierce
Debate Over Immigration

Jobsare a key issue in an
area with alarge Latino
population and high
black unemployment.

By TERESA WATANABE
Times Staff Writer

Drexell Johnson and his
Young Black Contractors of
South Central Inc. are hungry
for work — and when polite re-
quests for an opportunity are re-
buffed, they’re not afraid to raise
aruckus.

After Johnson was cut out ofa
contract when Staples Center
was being built, he drove to the
construction site, spinning 360-
degree rolls and Kicking up
doughnuts of dust until, he said,
a bulldozer nearly ran him down.
In Torrance, his group staged a

mock hanging in front of an
automaker’s office. And earlier
this month, they hauled a make-
shift “slave ship” to an Inglewood
mall development to symbolize
economic injustice.

The tactics may seem outra-
geous, but they underscore the
rage and frustration that John-
son and his cohorts feel about
losing out to other workers in the
region’s construction boom.
Their anger is fueled by a 14% un-
employment rate among African
Americans in Los Angeles, twice
as high as among whites.

So the news that President
Bush and some members of Con-
gress are pushing to bring more
blue-collar guest workers into
the country — perhaps 400,000
annually — leaves the contrac-
tors indignant.

“Hell, no, don’t bring no one in

[See Jobs, Page A18]

Privacy Guardian
Is Still a Paper Tiger

A year after its creation,
the White House civil
liberties board has yet to

do a single day of work.
By RICHARD B. SCHMITT
Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — For

Americans troubled by the pros-
pect of federal agents eavesdrop-
ping on their phone conversa-
tions or combing through their
Internet records, there is good
news: A little-known board exists
in the White House whose pur-
pose is to ensure that privacy
and civil liberties are protected
in the fight against terrorism.
Someday, it might actually

meet.

Initially proposed by the bi-
partisan commission that inves-
tigated the attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, the Privacy and Civil Liber-
ties Oversight Board was cre-
ated by the intelligence overhaul
that President Bush signed into
law in December 2004.

More than a year later, it ex-
ists only on paper.

Foot-dragging, debate over
its budget and powers, and con-
cern over the qualifications of
some of its members — one was
treasurer of Bush’s first cam-
paign for Texas governor — has
kept the board from doing a sin-
gle day of work.

On Thursday, after months of
delay, the Senate Judiciary Com-

[See Liberties, Page A15]

Israel Will Halt
Tax Transfers
to Palestinians

The Jewish state turns
up pressure on Hamas,
but sets aside harsher
sanctions against the
incoming government,
at least for now.

By KEN ELLINGWOOD
Times Staff Writer

JERUSALEM — Israel an-
nounced Sunday that it would
withhold millions of dollars in
taxes and customs duties from
the Palestinian Authority but
stopped short of harsher sanc-
tions against a new government
and Hamas-dominated parlia-
ment.

A day after Hamas assumed
control of the Palestinian parlia-
ment, the movement formally
nominated one of its best-known
figures, Ismail Haniya, to be
prime minister. Palestinian Au-
thority President Mahmoud
Abbas was expected to ask Hani-
ya, who is considered a pragma-
tist, to form a government.

Israel said it would try to dis-
suade foreign governments from
providing economic aid to the
Palestinian Authority and would
tighten security checks at the
Gaza Strip border in an attempt
to reduce the flow of Palestinian
workers and goods into Israel. Is-
rael also will try to stop other
countries from supplying weap-
ons and other military equip-
ment, which the Palestinians
have sought for their security
forces.

Israeli leaders set aside more
sweeping sanctions recom-
mended last week by the defense
establishment that in effect
would have cut the Gaza Strip off
from Israel and the West Bank by
halting the passage of people
and cargo. Among the options
were to stop allowing workers
into Israel and rescind permis-
sion for construction of a Gaza

Sedately dressed but
enthusiastic, Olympic
pompom squad adds
U.S. flavor to Italian ice.

By ALAN ABRAHAMSON
Times Staff Writer

TURIN, Italy — With gold and
orange pompoms fluttering, rov-
ing bands of young women,
about 100 in all, are serving as
cheerleaders here at the speed-
skating oval, the hockey rinks,
even the mountain venues.

Two! Four! Six! Eight! Is this

TURIN KD 2006

Bill Plaschke: Dutch fans offer
support to every competitor at
the speedskating events. S1

Men’s hockey: U.S. squanders
opportunities and falls again,
this time to Sweden, 2-1. S1

a turn to appreciate?

The cheerleaders, who were
recruited by Turin 2006 organiz-
ers, provide a more entertain-
ment-style experience at the
Olympics, where traditionally

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

LET’S GET LOUD: Cheerleaders rally the crowd at an Olympic venue. Reviews have been mixed.

V-i-c-t-o-r-y, Turin Giving Cheersa Try

the essence of sport has taken
center stage.

The cheerleaders have drawn
mixed reviews.

“Cute!” said Christian Kies,
24, of Berlin, eyeing about 20 of
the cheerleaders one night last
week at the speedskating oval.

“In Italy, cheerleading is not
very important,” said Fabio
Monicone, 22, of San Remo, Italy.
Soccer “is important. Not cheer-
leading.”

“It could be worse,” said Clare
Gover, 26, of Sydney, Australia.
“At least they’re wearing lots of
clothes — considerably more

[See Cheerleading, Page A8]

seaport.

Israeli media characterized
Sunday’s measures as part of a
strategy to gradually increase
pressure on the Palestinian Au-
thority after Hamas’ surprising
victory in parliamentary elec-
tions last month. Israel could
tighten the restrictions later.

“This is a measured response.
We will respond to what happens
on their side and leave as many
options open as possible,” said
Israeli Foreign Ministry spokes-

man Mark Regev.
Israeli leaders hope to isolate
the Palestinian government

internationally if Hamas does
not recognize Israel, renounce
violence and acknowledge past
agreements, such as the 1993
Oslo peace accords. The U.S.,
Russia, the European Union and

[See Mideast, Page A5]

TV Ads
Put Focus
on Reiner

Some ask whether the
tax-funded spots helped
tout the producer’s June
preschool initiative.

By DAN MORAIN
Times Staff Writer

SACRAMENTO — Police si-
rens wail as a scruffy teenager,
clutching a bag, runs frantically
through the streets. Entering a
schoolyard, he reaches into the
bag. Out comes ... a graduation
gown, which he dons to receive a
diploma.

The scene is from a television
ad, paid for with tax money and
made by consultants close to
Hollywood producer Rob Reiner.
It aired across California this
winter, touting the benefits of
preschool. “When Kkids go,” the
narrator says, “we all benefit.”

The release of the ad, and two
others, by a state commission
Reiner heads coincided with his
launch of a ballot initiative that
would tax the rich to fund pre-
school for all California 4-year-
olds.

Although Reiner did not di-
rectly approve the spots, their
timing and substance highlight
ties between the public commis-
sion and his private political
campaigns and raise questions
about whether the state-funded
commercials were used to boost
the initiative’s prospects.

State law generally prohibits
the use of public funds for cam-
paign activities. Reiner’s cam-
paign attorney said the ads were
legal and not political.

Reiner heads the First 5 Cali-
fornia Children and Families
Commission, a panel of seven
members appointed by the gov-
ernor and legislative leaders. It
was created by an initiative Rei-
ner sponsored in 1998 to promote
early childhood development.

The measure, which raised
cigarette taxes by 50 cents per
pack, has generated $4 billion so
far, much of it used for childhood
healthcare, preschool and anti-
tobacco efforts. Under Reiner’s
leadership, the commission has:

mSpent $23 million for the
“Preschool for All” ads, which
ran from November to mid-Janu-
ary, making it one of the largest
state-funded advertising cam-

[See Reiner, Page A14]
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Jimmie Johnson Takes
Daytona 500 Crown

Questions about an infraction
by his crew chief place a cloud
over stock-car racer’s win. D1

A Run With Nature
Trail running is taking off as
millions discover the perks of
scenery and uneven paths. F4

Weather

Partly cloudy, cool and breezy.
Areas of morning frost in valleys.
L.A. Downtown: 62/44. B16

News Summary .

Africa’s ‘New Generation’ Likened to Old

Leaders once lauded by
the West are accused of
adopting the autocratic
ways of predecessors.

By EDMUND SANDERS
Times Staff Writer

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia —
Like the elephants that roam the
East African savannas, this re-
gion’s Big Men once looked like
an endangered species.

Some leaders were toppled by
coups d’etat, others by demo-
cratic revolutions or interna-

tional pressure. Their replace-
ments — mostly young, former
guerrillas who spoke of sweeping
reforms — were heralded by
then-President Clinton and
other Western leaders as the
“new generation” of African
statesmen. International aid and
investment began flooding into
the region.

But to the disappointment of
many, this new guard is begin-
ning to adopt some of the un-
democratic behavior of the dic-
tators it replaced. And resulting
tensions with Europe and the
U.S. are threatening efforts to
combat poverty and build stra-

tegic partnerships against ter-
rorism.

Ethiopian Prime Minister
Meles Zenawi, a onetime favorite
of the West, was blamed for a
bloody postelection crackdown
last year in which police shot to
death dozens of students and
imprisoned thousands more pro-
testers, including elected opposi-
tion leaders.

[See Africa, Page A4]
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